Bicentennial work features music by Donald O. Johnston, lyrics by J.G. Powell; Lawrence Smith of Portland to direct premiere Oct. 24 by University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations
University of Montana 
ScholarWorks at University of Montana 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present University Relations 
10-14-1975 
Bicentennial work features music by Donald O. Johnston, lyrics by 
J.G. Powell; Lawrence Smith of Portland to direct premiere Oct. 
24 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
University of Montana--Missoula. Office of University Relations, "Bicentennial work features music by 
Donald O. Johnston, lyrics by J.G. Powell; Lawrence Smith of Portland to direct premiere Oct. 24" (1975). 
University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 1956-present. 24432. 
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/newsreleases/24432 
This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the University Relations at ScholarWorks at 
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of Montana News Releases, 1928, 
1956-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more information, 





Univers"ty of rnontana • missoula, montana 59801 • (406) 243-2522 
sale/rb 
10-14-75 
BICENTENNIAL WORK FEATURES MUSIC state + cs + 
BY DONALD 0. JOHNSTON, LYRICS BY J. G. POWELL; 
LAWRENCE SMITH OF PORTLAND TO DIRECT PRE~·1IERE OCT. 24 
The 360-member Montana Bicentennial All-State Band, Orchestra and Chorus will present 
the premiere of the Bicentennial musical composition entitled "Fires of Another Time" Oct. 24 
at the Montana Music Educators Association (MMEA) conference in Great Falls, Mont. 
Dr. Donald 0. Johnston, a native of Tracy, Minn., who is a professor of music composition 
at the University of Montana, Missoula, wrote the music for the work, which was commissioned 
by the MMEA. 
Lawrence Smith, Portland, Ore., music director and conductor of the Oregon Symphony 
Orchestra, will conduct the 360 Montana high school students in the Oct. 24 presentation. 
The MMEA conference will be held Oct. 22-25 and the All-State Music Festival is set 
for Oct. 23-24 in Great Falls. Larry D. Williams, supervisor of music for the Great Falls 
public schools, is coordinator of the music educators' conference and high school students' 
music festival. 
"Fires of Another Time," a 15-minute work featuring lyrics from a poem by J. G. Powell, 
Missoula, a former UM student who is originally from Billings, will be presented by the 
Bicentennial All-State Band, Orchestra and Chorus at 7:30p.m. Oct. 24 in the C. M. Russell 
High School Field House. Rehearsals will be at 6:45 p.m. Oct. 23 and 1 p.m. Oct. 24 at the 
high school in Great Falls. 
Johnston was commissioned by the w.~rnA to compose the music for the work, which serves 
as the Montana music teachers' contribution to the state's celebration of the U.S. 
Bicentennial in 1976. The UM music professor commissioned Powell to write the lyrics f or 
the lvork. 
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"J. G. Powell's poetry reflects with nostalgia the geographic characteristics as •·Jell 
as the cultural development of Montana over the years," Johnston said. "The music rein~orce!:i 
these impressions through a variety of compositional devices afforded by the three perforning 
groups. When I was creating the music, it was my intention to convey the impressions I 
received from his poetry. The text of the poem is the motivating force for the work .'' 
The musical composition by Johnston includes a prologue; three main stanzas--"l'f.1~ ·:: 
Men Are These?", "In the October Wind" and "The Time Has Gone"; two interludes or brief 
statements that set off each stanza, and an epilogue. UM music students and faculty were 
involved in test rehearsals for segments of the work. 
Between stanzas which mention smoke, swamp, clouds and wind, and broken chir1ncys , 
vacant lots, a dream and the act of sleep, Powell focuses on the burdens faced by f.J::;::1t:!: .J.' .s 
early settlers--"freezing nights ... the clawing sand"--as well as the lush landscapes ~ .: 
fl.esthetic experiences they may have enjoyed, including the Pryor Mountains and Yello•.:::;": J. (.; 
River. 
In his work, Powell, who said he isn't a working poet, also focuses on a more 
contemporary time: 
Bent grasses at Choteau, 
Bozeman's trail tracked with 
Paint and barbed-wire, 
Sunsets over the Absarokas 
Seen through tinted windshields 
Powell commented on his work, "Fires of Another Time," in a recent interview. 
"Basically, I look upon it not as poetry, but rather as a musical text," he saic~. 
"Each section of the work deals with a separate incident that I can envision from the p~s t. 
The poem is not an attempt to glorify the past, but rather to put the past into pe~son~l 
perspective. 
"What I wrote acted as a stimulus to provide Dr. Johnston with certain moods or t.c:.1cs 
to \<Jork with. " 
"Fires of Another Time" was commissioned under $3,000 in grants, including $1, 5"' 
from the MMEA and a like amount from the Montana Bicentennial Administration, Hel e:-.~. 
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Johnston attended lvlacalester College, ~· Paul, Minn., from 194 7-49 and completed his 
undergraduate training at the Northwestern University School of Music, Evanston, Ill., where 
he received a bachelor of music degree in composition in 1951. 
Continuing with his graduate study at Northwestern, Johnston received a master of 
music degree in composition there in 1954 and then studied at the Indiana University School of 
Music, Bloomington, in the summer of 1955-57. He studied at the Eastman School of Music of 
the University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y., from 1958-60 and was a1-.rarded the doctor of 
musical arts degree in composition on the Rochester campus in 1961. 
In 1954, Johnston accepted a position at The College of Idaho, Caldwell, where he served 
as conductor of the college-community symphony orchestra and the college band. In 1955, he 
moved to Ripon College, Ripon, Wis., where he was director of instrumental music. He joined 
the music staff of the University of Montana School of Fine Arts in September 1960. He is 
currently the composer-in-residence and professor of composition on the Missoula campus. 
Powell is a 1966 graduate of Billings Senior High School. He attended the University of 
Montana in the fall of 1972 and during the 1974-75 academic year. In December 1972, Powell 
received a bachelor of arts degree at Rocky Mountain College, Billings, where he focused on 
English and Christian thought. He also has taken a number of music composition courses. 
Smith, a native of Portland, received a bachelor's degree in mathematics at Portland 
State University in 1956. Two of his early musical triumphs came when he was invited to the 
Aspen, Colo., and Marlboro, Vt., ~fusic Festivals. Following graduation from PSU, Smith 
traveled to New York City, where he studied piano under Leonard Shure and obtained a music 
degree at ~!annes College of Music. 
After holding the positions of music director and conductor of the Austin, Tex., 
Symphony, Smith joined the Oregon Symphony in June 1973. He has been on the faculties of 
Mannes College; Boston University; the Aspen Festival; the Curtis Institute of Music in 
Philadelphia, and the University of Texas. 
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